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Manassas Community Conversations Are Back
 Over the next 18 months, 
Manassas will be updating our 
Comprehensive Plan – the City of 
Manassas’  key policy document 
for land use, development, and 
related economic and social issues. 
Ultimately, the Comprehensive 
Plan will be a guide that will lead us 
toward a more livable Manassas. 
 To get there, we need your help! 
Throughout the summer and fall, 
the City will be hosting Community 
Conversations on key topic areas, 
like land use and transportation. The 
conversations will kick off on 
June 19 with a visioning session on 
land use and additional meetings 
will follow throughout the summer 
and fall. 

 Visit our website at
www.ManassasCity.org/
PlanManassas for information and 
additional meeting dates.
 
• Comprehensive Plan Kickoff & 

Community Conversation on 
Land Use - Tuesday, June 19, at     
7 p.m. at the Boys and Girls Club, 
9501 Dean Park Lane

 
• Parks & Recreation Community 

Conversation - Wednesday,       
July 11 at 7 p.m. at the Manassas 
Museum, 9101 Prince William 
Street

 
• Economic Development 

Community Conversation - 
Thursday, Aug. 2 at 12 p.m. at 
Centerfuse, 9071 Center Street

 

• Infrastructure Community 
Conversation, Aug. 9 at 7 p.m. at 
Public Works, 8500 Public Works 
Drive

• Culture & Historic Resources 
Community Conversation - 
Tuesday, Sept. 4 at 7 p.m. at the 
Manassas Museum, 9101 Prince 
William Street

 
• Community Conversation Town 

Hall - Wednesday, Sept. 19 at
 7 p.m. - Location to be    
 announced
 
 City staff are available to meet 
with neighborhood and community 
organizations to gather feedback. 
Contact Kelly Davis (kdavis@
manassasva.gov or 703-257-8223) 
for more information.

Airport Director Recognized by NATA
The National Air 
Transportation 
Association 
(NATA) has 
recognized Juan 
Rivera, Airport 
Director at 
the Manassas 
Regional Airport 
with the Airport 
Executive 

Partnership of the Year for 2017.  
This award was given as part of the 
Industry Excellence Awards NATA 
presents annually.

 The Airport Executive 
Partnership Award recognizes an 
airport manager for his or her efforts 
to foster relationships between 
aviation businesses and airport 
operators.  In their press release, 
NATA stated, “Mr. Rivera encourages 
the success of the airport through 
fair and transparent competition 
amongst on-field businesses. 
Recently, he has successfully aided 
in the development of a new FBO 
facility, a multi-acre building site 
and a hangar space.  Mr. Rivera also 
cultivates relationships between 

the airport tenants and the Airport 
Commission to balance the needs 
of HEF (Manassas Regional Airport’s 
identifier) overall, resulting in 
growth at Manassas Regional 
Airport and the financial health of its 
operators.”
 “I am honored to receive this 
award,” said Juan Rivera.  “The 
Manassas Regional Airport is an 
economic gem for the entire region 
and I am pleased that our efforts 
have been recognized by this 
national organization.”



 Were you able to take some time 
last month to support a local business 
and thank them for being a part of the 
City?  I was able to do that with several 
businesses and it left me spending time 
thinking about relationships.  
 I was asked in May to provide a 
keynote address to a group of graduate 
students completing their Master of 
Public Administration degree.  These 
individuals were already working for 
various Northern Virginia governments. 
My message to them was to improve 
their organizations by focusing on 
enhancing communication, building 
personal relationships and developing 
into public servant leaders.  In speaking 
about relationships, I noted that we 
all have support systems built on 
relationships and we rely on others 
because we cannot do everything by 
ourselves.  As small business owners, 
both of my parents taught me lessons 
on this as I watched them build 
businesses from scratch by developing 
strong relationships with others.  My 
father was also an expert at using these 
relationships to find the best fishing 
holes in all of eastern North Carolina.    

 Another opportunity had me 
participating in a panel discussion on 
career choices and options at a national 
conference of financial officials.  It was 
clear from the panelists’ remarks that 
relationships are a key element in taking 
on a new position or work responsibility 
and in particular, to transition to a new 
organization or a new community.  In 
contrast to prior generations, family 
relationships and considerations 
emerged as a top issue that impact our 
career choices today.   
 As fate would have it, I recently 
connected with two individuals that 
I had not seen in decades.  One was a 
cousin in the Midwest that, out of the 
blue, sent me an email about a month 
before I was going to be traveling in 
that area.  We were able to get together 
with our spouses and establish a new 
relationship building on our younger 
days.  I was actually able to learn new 
things about my family through his 
experiences.  A classmate from graduate 
school that I did not know was in the 
area, also discovered that I was in 
Manassas and called.  This gave us the 
chance to reconnect and learn about 
the many connections we have in the 
area through shared relationships. 
 Reconnecting with family happens 
a lot at weddings and funerals. 
Unfortunately, after almost 60 years of 
marriage, my father-in-law passed away 
in late March.  During this time I had 
the occasion to meet many members 
of my wife’s extended family that I had 
not met or maybe had only seen at our 
wedding or another major family event.  
The stories and the memories shared 
gave me pause to think about all of the 
things that we don’t know even about 
individuals that are a part of close family 
relationships.  

 Last month the City celebrated 
Public Service Recognition Week, 
National Police Week and EMS Week. 
Many of us spend a great deal of 
time with our work colleagues and 
inevitably build relationships with 
those individuals.  I am blessed to work 
with an extremely dedicated group 
of individuals that strive to deliver 
outstanding services to the community 
every day.  Unfortunately we don’t 
always meet every expectation and 
are often restricted by state or federal 
regulations and statutes - but we try to 
do everything that we can to deliver 
to you the best services available to 
build community relationships and 
partnerships.
 Speaking of work colleagues, at the 
start of June my Executive Assistant, Kay 
Taylor is embarking on her retirement 
(to be followed next month by her 
husband.)  Kay has worked with the 
City for over 30 years witnessing 
many changes.  She has worked 
with every city manager since John 
Cartwright, including me since 2013.  
She will take with her an institutional 
knowledge of many things that have 
occurred and more relationships than 
you can imagine.  I have met many 
former employees and citizens just 
because they dropped by to see Kay.  
It is wonderful to have a relationship 
with someone that has been such a 
dedicated public servant and I wish her 
well in her retirement. 
 This summer I encourage you to 
reconnect with someone that you have 
not seen or visited in a while.  Ask them 
to meet you in Historic Manassas.  You 
may be amazed at the joy of rekindling 
a relationship.  By the way, did “National 
Clean Up Your Room Day” work for 
anyone!

A Message from the City Manager

City Manager
W. Patrick Pate

OmniRide Deal 
 Passengers on OmniRide express 
buses serving the Manassas and 
Gainesville areas will get a big discount 
on fares effective May 7, 2018, as I-66 
Express Lane construction starts.
 Riders will pay half-fares on 
OmniRide express buses that travel 
along the I-66 corridor for the duration 

of the construction, which is expected 
to last for four years. The discount 
applies to Manassas and Gainesville 
OmniRide express buses serving points 
in Washington, D.C., the Pentagon and 
the Tysons Corner Metro Station. 
 One-way SmarTrip fares on 
OmniRide buses to the Pentagon and 

points in Washington, D.C. will be $3.45 
instead of the regular $6.90 fare, and on 
buses serving the Metro station costs 
will be $1.75 instead of the regular 
$3.45 fare.  For more information, visit 
PRTCtransit.org or speak with a 
Customer Service Agent at 
(703) 730-6664.



 Compared to the first quarter last 
year, vehicle break-ins have decreased 
50 percent.  However, this is still a 
common crime in the area.  To help 
residents combat this type of crime, 
the following is a list of ideas to put 
into practice to keep your car and 
belongings safe.

Lock, Take, Hide!
*     Many vehicle break-ins in the City 
of Manassas have occurred when the 
victim has left their cars doors unlocked. 

When leaving your 
vehicle, make sure all 
windows and sunroofs 
are closed and always 
LOCK your doors!
*    TAKE any type 
of valuables such as 
electronics, money, 
purses, wallets, and 
firearms with you 
when you leave your 
vehicle. 
*    If you cannot take 
valuables with you, 

HIDE them out of sight so they are 
not an easy target to thieves. Consider 
storing them in a locked trunk. Many 
people own SUV’s that have cargo 
areas visible to the outside. Purchasing 
a retractable cover for the rear of your 
SUV can provide you a place to hide 
items out-of-sight. Also, it is best to hide 
your belongings before you arrive at 
your destination. This prevents potential 
on-lookers from being aware of where 
you have hidden belongings.

Prevent Vehicle Break-ins

News from Public Works
From One Pallet to Another
 Upcycling wooden pallets is really 
popular right now. From furniture to 
wine racks, shipping pallets are getting 
a second life as something interesting 
and original for your home. Art students 
from Nicole Lively’s class at Osbourn 
High School have done one better, 
using discarded wooden pallets to 
create a work of art for the OneLove 
Festival. This work is a celebration of 
our community through the eyes of our 
young artists. See it for yourself on the 
fence at the Train Depot.
 
Keep Manassas Beautiful Wins 
President’s Circle Award
 Keep Manassas Beautiful has 
received the President’s Circle Award 
from Keep America Beautiful in 
recognition of exemplary performance 
in creating a clean, green and beautiful 
community.  This award belongs to 
our extraordinary volunteers who 
have adopted the City’s streets, parks 

and historic sites. Our friends and 
neighbors have made the time to be 
stewards of the community. As a new 
affiliate of Keep America Beautiful, this 
is just the beginning of what we can 
achieve by working together to help 
Keep Manassas Beautiful! For more 
information visit our website at
www.manassascity.org/kmb or call 
(703) 257-8256.
 
Big Summer Shred!
 Did you miss all the shredding 
events in April? Don’t worry! The City 
of Manassas is having a Big Summer 
Shred on Saturday, July 7 from 8 a.m. 
to noon at the Manassas Transfer 
Station (8305 Quarry Road off Liberia 
Avenue). Drop off your personal 
documents for shredding. There is a 
three box maximum for shredding and 
commercial shredding is not accepted 
due to volume. For more information 
visit www.manassascity.org/trash or call 
(703) 257-8256.

Celebrate National Garbage Man 
Day the Week of June 17
 The next time you see a trash or 
recycling truck from American Disposal 
Services roll by, take a moment to 
consider what they do for the City of 
Manassas.  In 2017, these garbage 
collection crews made over 755 
thousand collections of trash and 
recycling. They picked up more than 16 
thousand tons of trash and recycling. 
Their average miss rate was 0.009%!
 The City of Manassas values and 
celebrates all of our trash collectors and 
all others employed in the sanitation 
industry providing an essential service 
to residents and local businesses.
  We thank these men and women 
for making a significant contribution 
to the safety, health, and welfare of 
City of Manassas residents and the 
environment.

 Join in on MCPD’s #9PMRoutine 
campaign! Around 9 p.m. you’ll often 
see posts on the Manassas City Police 
Department’s Facebook and Twitter 
pages reminding residents to do three 
simple things before they go to bed.

1. Remove valuables from your 
vehicle.

2. Make sure your doors are locked on 
your car and around your house.

3. Turn on your home’s exterior 
lighting.

 One third of vehicle break-ins last 
summer occurred after 5 p.m. and many 
of them occurred in front of the victim’s 
residence. So, follow us on Facebook 
and Twitter and make the #9PMRoutine 
part of your nightly routine!  

  @ManassasPD       

  @ManassasCtyPD



 Here’s what’s happening in the City of 
Manassas:

Through Sept. 16 - Two New Exhibits at the 
Manassas Museum - Expanding Boundaries - 
the Manassas Boys & Girls Club; and Living the 
American Dream: Robert Portner, Immigrant, 
Entrepreneur, Philanthropist

www.visitmanassas.org


Now - October - Free Historic Downtown 
Walking Tours, Saturdays at 3 p.m.

www.visitmanassas.org


June - August - Take Out Tuesday Concerts at 
the Harris Pavilion

www.visitmanassas.org


June - August - Wednesday Lunch Concerts at 
the Harris Pavilion

www.visitmanassas.org


June - August, 3 p.m. - Sunday Concert and Ice 
Cream Socials

www.visitmanassas.org


Now - October - Museum at the Market - 
Saturdays during the Farmer’s Market

www.manassasmuseum.org


June 2, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. - 24th Annual 
Manassas Heritage Railway Festival

www.visitmanassas.org


June 2, 9 a.m. to noon - Clean the Bay Day at 
Liberia  www.manassascity.org/leisure


June 2, 8 a .m. to noon - Household Hazardous 
Waste Drop Off Day

www.manassascity.org/trash


June 3, 1:30 p.m. - Free Book Talk, Capital Beer, A 
Heady History of Brewing in Washington, D.C.

www.visitmanassas.org


June 5 - Second half of FY 2018 real estate taxes 
due     www.manassascity.org/tax


June 8, 6 to 8 p.m. - R.C. Haydon Elementary 
School Annual Spring Carnival

www.haydonpta.org


June 8, 8:30 p.m. - Family Movie Night - Lion King 
- at the Harris Pavilion

www.visitmanassas.org


June 12 - Dual Primary Election
www.manassascity.org/vote


June 13, 3 p.m. - Stories of Preservation and 
Progress Speaker Series: STEM

www.manassasmuseum.org


June 16, noon - 7 p.m. - 14th Annual Manassas 
Jazz Festival (formerly Wine & Jazz Festival)

www.visitmanassas.org


June 16, 8 p.m. - Adult Dance @Harris Pavilion - 
Beatlemania

www.visitmanassas.org


June 17, 1:30 p.m. - Free Book Talk - The Nation’s 
Capital Brewmaster: Christian Heurich and His 
Brewery         www.visitmanassas.org


June 21, 7 p.m. - U.S Navy Sea Chanters 
Concert     www.visitmanassas.org


June 19, 7 p.m. - Comprehensive Plan Kickoff & 
Community Conversation on Land Use - at the 
Martin K. Alloy Boys & Girls Club

www.manassascity.org/planManassas


June 22, 8:30 p.m. - Family Movie Night - Peter 
Rabbit    www.visitmanassas.org


June 23, 8 p.m. - Adult Dance @Harris Pavilion - 
Special Occasions

www.visitmanassas.org


June 25, 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. - Novant Auxiliary 
Houseware Sale, Novant Prince William Dining 
Room


July 1, 1:30 p.m. - Free Book Talk -  I Held Lincoln: 
A Union Sailor’s Journey Home 

www.visitmanassas.org


July 4, 3 to 10 p.m. - Celebrate America, the 
largest fireworks display in Northern Virginia

www.visitmanassas.org

Manassas Happenings
The City of

City of Manassas Council

Mayor Harry J.  Parrish II 703-257-8213
Vice Mayor Sheryl L. Bass 703-314-4278
Marc T. Aveni 703-795-9651
Ken D. Elston 571-377-8817
Ian T. Lovejoy 703-828-7592
Pamela J. Sebesky 571-330-5514
Mark D. Wolfe 703-257-1702
 

City of Manassas and Manassas Public Schools
City of Manassas School Board

Chairman Sanford S. Williams  571-535-6364
Vice Chair Kristen Kiefer 571-606-0285
Scott M. Albrecht 571-606-1129
Tim Demeria 703-895-4856 
Peter O’Hanlon 571-535-0652
Suzanne W. Seaberg 703-869-1171
Robyn Williams 571-535-7510

Visit the City at www.manassascity.org.

 www.facebook.com/cityofmanassas

 www.twitter.com/cityofmanassas

 www.flickr.com/photos/cityofmanassas

Put your own photos up at 
www.flickr.com/groups/

mycityofmanassas.

Get Social!

To contact the City of Manassas Connection 
newsletter, email pprince@manassasva.gov

July 6, 8 p.m. - Adult Dance @Harris Pavilion - 
Classic Spotlight

www.visitmanassas.org 


July 7, 8 a.m. - noon - Household Hazardous 
and eWaste drop off and Shredding 

www.manassascity.org/trash


July 7 at 6:30 p.m. - Summer Sounds Concert @
Harris Pavilion - Sol Roots

www.visitmanassas.org


July 11, 7:30 p.m. - Community Conversations - 
Parks Discusion

www.manassascity.org/planManassas


July 11, 3 p.m. - Stories of Preservation and 
Progress Speaker Series: Americana

www.visitmanassas.org


July 13, 8:30 p.m. - Family Movie Night - 
The Lego Ninjago Movie

www.visitmanassas.org


July 14, 8 p.m. - Adult Dance @Harris Pavilion - 
Silver Tones Swing Band

www.visitmanassas.org


July 19, 7 p.m. - U.S. Navy Country Current 
Band @Harris Pavilion

www.visitmanassas.org


July 20, 8:30 p.m. - Family Movie Night - the 
Emoji Movie @Harris Pavilion

www.visitmanassas.org


July 21, 6:30 p.m. - Summer Sounds Concert @
Harris Pavilion - Kareem Walkes (Lil’ Maceo) 

www.visitmanassas.org


July 21, 12 - 8 p.m. - Christmas in July @Main 
Street

www.visitmanassas.org


July 28, 8 p.m. - Adult Dance @Harris Pavilion - 
Firebirds

www.visitmanassas.org


July 26, 7 p.m. - U.S. Army Blues Band @Harris 
Pavilion

www.visitmanassas.org


